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DIO CHRYSOSTOM AS A HOMERIC CRITIC. 



INTRODUCTION. 



No reader of the extant works of Dio of Prusa can fail to 
be struck with his extensive use of Homer, as well as with the 
diversity of purposes to which he puts Homeric quotation, allu- 
sion, and exegesis. Because of the additional fact that Dio is 
our earliest representative of the so-called Greek Renascence, the 
following investigation of his Homeric studies has been under- 
taken in order to determine, if possible, to what extent he is 
under Platonic, and to what extent under Aristotelian influence, 
in transmitting the Homeric criticism of an earlier day. A 
three-fold division of the subject has been adopted, and Dio^s 
criticisms upon Homer have been developed upon Sophistic, 
Aesthetic, and Ethic»al grounds. Though these are at times only 
slightly differentiated from each other, yet this order has the 
advantage of conforming to Dio's traditional change from [)urely 
rhetorical to philosophic studies, as well as that of leading up to 
the department of his work most completely representative of his 
real spirit. The centre of the sophistic studies lies in the famous 
Oration 1 1 , Tp(ocKo<; rf irepl rov *'I\cov fjLTj dX&vai, that of the 
aesthetic in the no less famous Omtion 12, 'OXf/iTr^/co? rj irepl 
rrf^ Tov ®€ov ivvoia^, while for Dio's conception of Homer as the 
conscious ethical teacher, no single oration can be taken as its 
expression. It inspires the larger part of the quotations from 
Homer, and of the commentaries based upon them. 

The extraordinary importance of the last division is due to 
Dio's intense zeal for the promulgation of ethical teaching. It 
was this trait that differentiated him from his contemporary 
Plutarch, who, though often drawing from the same sources as 
Dio, and frequently touching him in spirit, yet rejected the r6le 
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8 Die Chrysoatom as a Homeric Critic. 

of popular teacher, and clung to the retirement of the library. 
Furthermore, the same trait differentiated hira from his successor 
Lucian, the mocker both of things human and of things divine. 

Dio's main purpose, therefore, the quickening of the moral life, 
in the Roman provinces, necessitated the abandonment of the 
speculative side of philosophy. He was both Cynic and Stoic : 
Cynic, in his daring popularization of formal philosophy ; Stoic, 
in his acquaintance with the best Hellenic models,^ and, above all, 
in his uniform emphasis of the individual's duties to the' family, 
to the State, and to society.^ 

Dio believed that the moral reforms he so much desired must 
come through a revival of the ancient Hellenic feeling,^ and this, 
in its turn, through the reversion to classic models. With Homer, 
the chief of these, he found a widespread acquaintance ; and there 
was thus offered a ready medium for his efforts. 

I. SOPHISTIC CRITICISM OF HOMER. 

Dio's treatise T/ocda/co? ^ irepl rov "IXtov /jlt) oK&vaL, acquires a 
value hardly to be overestimated when it is remembered that it 
preserves, in more organic sequence than is elsewhere to be found, 
traces of the adverse Homeric criticism from Aristotle down. 
The fact that scholars have differed so widely concerning its 
nature and date of composition must not be allowed to obscure 
its undeniably sophistic character ; though to assign it outright to 
Dio's pre-exilian, that is, purely rhetorical period, is unnecessary. 
Indeed, from all the internal evidence, it is a more probable 
supposition that Dio wrote it in the midst of his sober efforts. 
If any set purpose may be ascribed to it, it is the purpose of 
burlesquing the professional truth-teachers through the treatment 
of a theme so preposterous as to excel them on their own 
ground. 

The treatise is based upon data furnished by Aristotelian and 
post-Aristotelian criticism, and is essentially a study of the €Ik6<:, 

^Cf. the orations irepl \6yov i.a-K'fiirews (18) and irepl At<rx^^ov Kal So^okAcovx 
Kal EitpiirlSov ^ irepl rwy ^iXoKT'tirou r6^a>v (57). 
« Cf. the Bithynic Orations, in especial (38-41 ; 43-45; 47-60). 
' Gf. the social study outlined in Oration 36, Bopv<r$€yiriK6s. 
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Dio Chrysostom as a Homeric Oritw, ^ 

as outlined in the Rhetoric, Bk. I, ch. 2, §§ 14, 15. Taking as 
his point of departure the dicta laid down in the Poetics concern- 
ing the elico^ and the ava^KoioVy as applied to literary productions,^ 
Dio rejects the fundamental Aristotelian demand that a distinction 
be drawn in art between the aesthetic and the ethical. He insists 
that the strict rules of the elKo^ be applied not merely to the 
events of actual life, but to those, of an artistic creation such as 
Homer^s Epic concerning Ilios. 

Oration 11 is, therefore, a sophistic tour de force, in which 
fragments of Peripatetic criticism upon Homer (the work not 
only of Aristotle's immediate school, but also of the succeeding 
iva-raTLKoC and \vtlkoi) are combined and elaborated from the 
Platonic point of view that all art must subserve sound ethical 
teaching. 

These fragments of Aristotelian work upon Homer are, as is 
well known, contained in the scholia, and especially in that body 
of scholia that bear the name of Porphyry. Hence the large use 
made of this body of documents in the present treatment. This 
has been, in every instance, with recognition of the fact that Dio's 
sources were not the scholia themselves, but the original works 
from which the scholia were afterward drawn as excerpts. Only 
upon this understanding can a system of parallelisms between Dio 
and the scholia be valid. ^ 

In order that Dio's debt to preceding Homeric criticism may 
more clearly be shown, a synopsis of the salient points of Oration 
11 is necessary. In sections 11-14, inclusive, the plan to be 
followed in the oration is outlined.^ With no intention of flatter- 
ing Homer, or of perversely differing from him, and in no spirit 

^Ch. IX, J 1 (1451a, 38), ov rh tA ytyS/JLtya \4y€iVj rovro ironjrov %pyov iffriv^ 
dW* oTo h.v ytvoiro Kai rh Svvarh Karh rh tiKhs ^ rh avayKotov. So, also, ch. XV, 
i 6 (1454a, 35). Ch. XXIV, 10 (1460a, 30-34), TpoaipeltrBai re «€? aSuyard eUSra 
fxaWoy fi nwarh Mdava. Cf. also ch. XXV, § 17 (1461b, 10-13). 

* Hagen (pp. 55-63) contends that the scholia themselves were the direct source 
for certain of Dio's passages. This view has been combated by R. Weber, Leipzige 
Studien, vol. 11, p. 163. 

• Close adherence to Dio's order of treatment has been avoided. This would 
have resulted in the same tangle of retracing and amplification by which Dio 
deliberately obscures the clearness of thought. It has been deemed preferable 
to group around each topic the particular details pertaining to it; 
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10 Dio Chrysostom as a Homeric Oritic. 

of envy for bis fame, Dio announces that he will strive to show in 
what points Homer has misrepresented the story of Ilios ; and he 
shall be refuted, not from other sources, but from his poetry itself.^ 
The truth is to be established, especially for the sake of the 
reputation of the three goddesses, Athene, Hera, and Aphrodite. 
Nor is Helen's defence to be overiooked. 

The first task that Dio set himself, §§ 16-36, is to overthrow 
Homer's credibility on general grounds.. Men say that Homer, 
through stress of poverty, wandered as a beggar through Hellas. 
It is thought impossible that he should have told falsehoods to 
win the favor of those able to reward him. Yet beggars of the 
present day, it is universally agreed, say nothing that is reliable ; 
nor would any one think of taking them as witnesses on any 
point. Furthermore, Homer's contemporaries charged him with 
madness, and that when he told the truth. Not that Dio censures 
Homer on either of these scores ; it is only the inconsistency of 
men's prevalent opinion concerning these facts of Homer's life 
that he wishes to emphasize. Nor is it claimed even by Homer's 
champions that he does not admit falsehood.* He often represents 
Odysseus as lying, and yet it is Odysseus that he praises most of 
all his heroes. He even says that the chief of liars, Autolykos, 
grandfather of Odysseus, was taught by Hermes. Concerning the 
gods, it is admitted that all he says is false, and his defenders 
devise such excuses as that he is not to be taken seriously here, 
but as speaking in riddles and metaphors.* What then was to 
hinder him from so speaking of men also? 

^A manifest perversion of the well-known maxim of Ari8tarchu8,*'0/Ai7/)oi' c'l 
'Ofi-fipov ffa<fntvi(€iv. The material for the following attack upon Homer's credi- 
bility is based directly upon Herodotus, Bk. II, chapters 112-120, inclusive. Cf. 
Hagen, pp. 42-47. The spirit of the argument, furthermore, shows traces of 
Thukydides, Bk. I, chapters ix-xi, where the purpose is to prove that Homer 
had caused the importance of the Trojan war to be much overrated. 

'The point is Aristotelian, as well as Platonic. Cf. the Poetics, ch. xxiv, 
J J 8, 9; and the Republic, i, 334 ab. 

' This is a genuine cynic fling at the methods of explanation so much in vogue 
among the early Stoics. The locus clasncus is the Qeojuaxia of Iliad, Bk. 20. Cf. 
Pseudo-Plutarch, wepi rov 0lov Koi rTJs nroi-fiffcus 'Ofiiipovy 1137 BC, 1138 AB, and 
Porphyry's elaborate scholium to Bk. 20, 67 Sjg. 
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Dio Chryaostom as a Homeric Oritic, 11 

Dio dismisses as commonplaoes Homer's more flagrant false- 
hoods concerning the gods/ but takes for examination his more 
moderate representations of them. Homer did not scruple to 
report their conversations, not only those which took place in 
public, but also those in private. That such incidents as the 
quarrels of Zeus and Hera should become known of a mortal 
couple, is improbable: how much more so,^ when the gods are 
cencerned? Such conversations Homer makes Odysseus say he 
learned through Kalypso, who, in turn, had them from some one 
or other ; but that he himself had them from any god directly,* 
Odysseus nowhere says. Homer even claims to understand the 
language of the gods.* 

Moreover, the falsity of Homer's narrative is the more conclu- 
sively proved by the fact that he did not take, as his starting 
point, the logical beginning of what he was to tell. He began 
absolutely at random, an unfailing characteristic of those who are 
bent 'ujwn deception. In pursuance of this purpose, therefore, he 
has not narrated in logical sequence the story of Helen's abduc- 
tion, or of the capture of the city, the traditional beginning and 

^ For almost the exact language, compare Oration 53, § 2, vtp\ 'Ofi-fipov, where 
the sentiment is taken as the representative of Plato'n Homeric criticism on the 
ethical side. The allusion is manifestly to such passages as the Republic, ii, 
378 D ; III, 386 ad. On the other hand, myths of a similar character serve Dio 
to point ethical lessons. Cf. Or. 14, i 21, and Or. 80, J? 7-8. 

'The same a fortiori argument is used, § 13, where Dio rejects the tradition 
that Hera was inimical to Paris because of his decision against her. The other 
side of the argument is seen in Porphyry, who, in the Schol. to II. 4, 61, 
defends Hera on this very charge. 

' Cf., also, i 34, where emphasis is laid upon the fact that the mythical portions 
of the Odyssey are narrated, not by Homer himself, but by Odysseus. Similarly, 
i 81, the vilification of Alezandros (Paris) is Hektor's, not Homer's. Such is 
the sophistic perversion of the Aristotelian \6(ris iK rod irpoin&irov ; cf . Porphyry, 
Schol. to II 23, 71, and to 6, 265. Aristotle, Poetics, ch. xxiv, J 7, praises 
Homer for the very quality which Dio here so severely censures. 

^The fame examples of dialectical divergences are adduced in Oration 10, 
{2 23, 24, as differentiating the language of the gods from that of mortals. 
There, also, the sophistic tone is dominant, and the cynic Diogenes is the 
speaker. The sentiment and language are direct imitations of the well-known 
passage in the Cratylus, 391 B. Dummler, however, Antisthenica, p. 39, main- 
tains that Megakleides, of the Aristotelian school, is Dio's direct source. His 
argument is not conclusive. 
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12 Dio Ckrysostom *a« a Homeric Critic. 

end of the story of Hios. Concerning the former theme, what 
could have been a more appropriate starting point than the 
insolence and wrong-doing of Alexandres ? Premising these, he 
would have predisposed the hearer in favor of his narrative/ and 
all would have joined in his hatred of the Trojans, and acquiesced 
in the justice of their down&ll. And not only does the narrative 
begin at an illogical point, but the poet proceeds to introduce 
marvellous and incredible incidents, which not even he himself 
originally intended. It was Homer's increasing contempt for 
mankind, as being so easily deceived, and his desire to flatter 
the Achaeans, and the Atreidae, that led him to confuse, and even 
to reverse, the whole story. He announces his intention to tell 
of the wrath of Achilles, and of the consequent woes of the 
Achaeans, as though these were the most important of all the 
events. As Homer says, in all this the will of Zeus was fulfilled, 
and it most probably occurred as Homer narrates; but as for 
the succeeding changes, such as the death of Hektor, and the 
capture of the city, he did not then have these in mind. Though 
engaging to tell the cause of the woes of the Achaeans, he leaves 
Alexandres and Helen, and wanders away from his subject to 
babble of Chryses and his daughter. So, also, as regards the con- 
clusion, if he wished to tell the most important events, what more 
fitting than the final capture of the city, if it really occurred, with 
its 'innumerable attendant horrors? Instead of this, however, he 
has instituted a combat between Achilles and a river, and has 
portrayed the unseemly picture of the gods fighting among them- 
selves. In view of these facts, it must be conceded either that 
Homer was a poor judge of the relative importance of different 

■ ^It is this very characteristic, according to Zenodotos, — cf. Porphyry to Iliad, 
1, 1, which gives strength to the introduction to the poem. Porphyry, Scholium 
to II. 12, 127, quotes Hephaestion, also, in explanation of the introduction. It 
is there suggested by the seeming rapaxh f^y ^^^v of the Asios episode. It is 
Aristotle, however, who is the ultimate source for Dio's objections to Homer on 
this point: Poetics, ch. vii, 3: Jet &/>a rohs (rvvfo-rtwras tZ fi^dovs fiiid' 6ir6d€y 
trvx^v &PX*<''^«' /*^^ '^^^ ^"^^X^ rcAcwTov k. t. A. Further on, however, ch. xxiii, 
3, Homer's treatment is taken as the model: koI ra&rri B^tririaios &v <pav€lri''OiJ.ripo5 
•Kapk Tovs &AAOVS, r^ fOfBe rhv v6\tfA0V tccdirtp ^xovra apx^v Koi r4\os 4wixttpfio'<ti- 
iroictv b\ov .... yvv 5* €V fitpos airoXa^^v irreiffo^iois KiXfiUfai avray vo\Ko7s .... 
oTs Sia\afi$(ltffi r^v iroirttriv. 
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Dio Chrysostom as a Homeric Critic. 13 

subjects, or that he found it impossible to continue in the course 
of deception into which he had fallen. 

Sections 37-53, inclusive, are devoted to what Dio maintains to 
be the real history of Helen's coming to Ilios. By a dramatic 
device borrowed from Herodotus (Bk. II, ch. 118), an aged 
Egyptian priest is represented as the speaker. He claims extra- 
Homeric sources of knowledge, such as priestly records contem- 
porary with the Trojan war, and based upon the testimony of 
Menelaos himself, who, after the failure of the expedition, had 
taken up his abode in Egypt. According to the old priest, Helen, 
daughter of Tyndareos, King of Sparta, and Leda his wife, 
became early renowned for her beauty. She was abducted by 
Theseus, King of Athens, but was speedily recovered by her 
brothers, who inflicted heavy penalties upon him.^ Afl;er Aga- 
memnon had married Helen's sister, Klytaemnestra, he sought 
Helen's hand for Menelaos an account of political reasons. But 
Helen was sought by many suitors, who came from far and near, 
among them Alexandres, son of Priam, surpassing all the others 
in birth, wealth and comeliness. By manifold representations of 
his superiority,^ he won the favor of Tyndareos and his sons, and 
became Helen's accepted suitor. Thus he won her fairly and took 
her away to Ilios, with the full consent of her natural protectors, 
and was received in Ilios with universal good-feeling.' 

Dio now suspends the narrative of the old priest in order to 
show the absurdity of the traditional account. It is of all things 
improbable that Alexandres should have become enamored of a 
woman whom he had never seen ; and still more improbable that 
she could have been persuaded to leave her husband, and kins- 
people, and, though the mother of an only daughter, follow 
a man of alien race to a distant land. It was because of this 
inconsistency (aXoyia) that men fashioned the myth about Aphro- 

^ The emphasis put by Dio upon Theseus is a direct reminiioenoe of Isokrates, 
Helen, U 18, 19. 

' Cf. also Dio's Oration 20, irepl &vax(»^(rc»s, J 20. The language and thought 
of both passages shows strong indications of debt to Isokrates' Helen, J} 39-48, 
inclusive. Oration 20, while using Isokratean language, is not sophistic, and 
follows the traditional Homeric account. 
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14 Dio Chryaostom as a Homeric Critic. 

dite, a myth even more silly, if possible, than the inconsistency 
itself/ 

Even if Alexandros had wished to pursue such a course, how is 
it possible that his father,' a man by no means without intelligence, 
and his mother, could have allowed him to do so? How is it 
probable, too, that Hektor should at first acquiesce, and then 
reproach and revile Alexandros for the abduction, as Homer 
unmistakably makes him do?^ How was it that neither Helenos 
nor Kassaudra, both of whom had the gift of prophecy, nor 
Antenor, foretold the result of such an action ? 

In what way, furthermore, is it probable that Alexandros had 
opportunities of persuading Helen to adopt such a course, whether 
Menelaos were at home or absent on military service? How 
could he have managed the abduction in so leisurely a manner 
as not to be satisfied with carrying off the wife * of Menelaos with 
much of his household goods, but also to dare to carry along her 
maid Aithra, the old and feeble mother of Theseus ? * All these 
details, if true, so far from being proofs (arjfiela) of Helen's 
abduction, are really such of her lawful marriage* to Alexandros. 

Furthermore, no pursuit of the fugitives was made, though 
there must have been ships in Laconia, and though the fugitives 

' Dio is here using a purposely confused version of the argumeni represented 
in Porphyry, Scholium to 11. 4, 61 : ewirpcir^ fiov\6fi€yos ircpietivai ain-f ("Hp^) 
rify alriay rris ^pyrjs 6 iroirtr^s xal ovx ^ fivOos ivairAc^TTei, k. t. X. The question 
here raised as affecting Hera is transferred to Aphrodite. Cf. i 53, where Dio 
defends Hera, Athene, and Aphrodite in common on the score of the judgment 
of Alexandros. 

•Dio has closely followed the argument in Herodotus, Bk. II, ch. 120, ad inil. 

^ In sections 65 and 119, Dio emphasizes Hektor's unwillingness to make peace 
with the Achaeans, chiefly because of his anger at what he deemed the injustice 
done to Alexandros. In J 113, Dio explains Hektor's reproaches by the \^ffis 4k 
rov Kaipovy assigning them to a time, not covered by Homer, when Alexandres 
was left in command of the Trojans watching the discomfited Achaeans, and 
allowed them to escape. Cf. Porphyry's Scholium to II. 3, 16-49 : vvv 56 5ti ri 
ravra vpotpcpci ; ov ykp 5^ Sxrirep^Otaipos irpdnrtv fidxrif' ravrriv w<^(<rTOTat iy irot^<r€t, 
Kal rah oKrtOtiais ^v, tya \6yoy ?Aj7 6 rov "EKropos hytihiffuSsy ci /u^ ipa \oiBopoy 
^ir(9cr|ai jSo^Acrat Koi opylKoy &AAws rhy'^EKropa. 

*FoT almost the exact language, compare Herodotus, Bk: II, ch. 115, ad fin, 

^ Porphyry's Scholium to 11. 3, 144, shows that the haraais to Aithra's having 
been Helen's handmaid at all was a commonplace. 

^ For the same sophistic tone, cf. Isokrates' Helen, J 23. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Dio Chrysostom as a Homeric Critic. 15 

had, to go on foot from Sparta down to the sea. Nor, indeed, 
according to Homer, did Helen's brothers and fiither, those most 
injured of all, take part in the Trojan expedition, though all the 
rest of the Achaeans did. In his endeavor to hide this incon- 
sistency (aXoyia), Homer represents Helen as wondering where 
her brothers are : and he explains that they had died since she had 
seen them.* Then it is clear that they were alive when Helen 
was abducted. 

Furthermore, even if they were present during the first years 
of the war. Homer makes them wait ten years for Agamemnon to 
gather an army. Why did they not give pursuit immediately? 
Had they not, in their unaided strength, proceeded at once against 
Theseus, a Hellen, the bravest of all men, the ruler of many, the 
friend of Herakles and Peirithoos? Would they not have done 
the same against Alexandres, had they deemed themselves injured? 

So, also, as regards Tyndareos himself, it is of all things 
probable that he would have taken part in the expedition. By 
Homer's own showing, he was no older than Nestor or Phoenix ; 
and surely these should not have felt more aggrieved at Helen's 
abduction than her own father. Nor, remarks Dio in passing, can it 
be true that Menelaos commanded the Lacedaemonians while Tynda- 
reos was still alive. Nestor did not abdicate even in favor of his 
sons : strange (Setvov) that Tyndareos should have done so in favor 
of Menelaos. ^alverat .... koI ravra iroWriv airopiav i'xpvra. 

In section 61, the narrative of the old priest is resumed. 
Agamemnon,^ instigated by Menelaos' reproaches, called together 
Helen's former suitors, and encouraging them by the recital of the 
fertility and wealth of Asia, and of the great number of his kins- 
men^ there who would be glad to cooperate with them against 

^Helen's ignorance of her brothers' fate was a favorite battle -ground for 
ivtrrariKoi and KiniKoi. Compare Porphyry's long Scholium to II. 3, 236, in 
which he gives the xtJo-cts both of Aristotle and of Herakleides. They are partly 
4k rov KaipoVf partly ^k rov f^6ovs. 

'See Thukydides, Bk. I, cb. 9, H 3, 4. 5, for the source of later scepticism as 
to why Agamemnon obtained the command of the Achaean forces. 

' This point of Agamemnon's Asiatic origin as the explanation of the faults 
of his character is the theme of Did's dialogue, Oration 61, Ayafidfivwv fj ircpl 
0aai\€las. This dialogue is exactly parallel to the Oration under consideration, 
being a sophistic study of the etx^s from Homer's representationsj 

r ' 

^^^ or 
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16 Dio Chryaostom as a Homeric Oritic. 

Ilios, induced them to join the expedition. A formal demand 
was made upon Priam for the restitution of Helen, which the 
Trojans, conscious of their own innocence, as well as that of 
Alexandres, indignantly refused. Had they not been innocent, 
who among them would have submitted to such woes as they did, 
when they had it in their power to end them by surrendering 
Helen ? ^ So far, however, from being willing to do this, even the 
traditional account has it that they kept her in the city after 
the death of Alexandres, and gave her in marriage to Deiphobos, 
another son of Priam. But how could she have been willing to 
remain in Ilios, unless indeed Homer's champions are prepared 
to say that she had become infatuated with Deiphobos also ? Had 
her abduction been the real cause of the war, it is most probable 
that after the death of Alexandres, she would have persuaded the 
Trojans to surrender her, and that they would have been eager to 
do so ; or that, at all events, she would have striven to reconcile 
the contending parties. 

The Achaeans were repulsed in their first attempt to land. 
One of their chiefs, Protesilaos, was slain, and they were forced to 
seek safety in the Chersonesus. They returned, landed under 
cover of night, and constructed a camp immediately at the ships, 
and protected by rampart and ditch. Avoiding a decisive battle, 
they confined their operations to forays into the surrounding 
territory. Dio offers two proofs {TeKfirj()La) that they occupied no 
other territory than their own camp : first, that Troilos,^ a mere 
stripling, should have run for exercise so far beyond the city's 
walls as to be captured by Achilles in ambush ; and second, that 
the Achaeans cultivated the Chersonese, and brought wine from 
Lemnos.^ 

The Achaeans began to be in dire straits. Hunger and pesti- 
lence bore heavily upon them, and strife arose between their two 

^ This is precisely the argument in Herodotus, Bk. II, ch. 119, and Isokrates, 
Helen, { 50. 

^Troilos is mentioned but once in the entire Iliad, 24, 257. Bio's axxjount of 
his death is taken not from Homer, but from some other epic of the cycle, as is 
his conception of him as being very young. Cf. Aristonikos* note, Schol. (Dind.) 
to 11. 24, 257. 

'This is the exact language of Thukydides, Bk. I, ch. 11, 2. 
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greatest chiefs, — all circumstances essentially characteristic of a 
defeated, not a victorious army. All this, and more. Homer him- 
self admits. In Agamemnon's calling the council of the entire 
host, as though to give up the expedition ; in the frenzied rush of 
the mob for the ships; in the great difficulty with which Nestor 
and Odysseus restrained them, and that only by pleading to them 
the prophecy of a seer whom Agamemnon had only a short time 
before accused of uttering no word of truth — in all this Homer 
fairly presents the truth. So, too, is the defeat of the Achaeans ; 
the dejection in their, camp on the night following this ; Agamem- 
non's panic, and his calling the assembly of the elders to deliberate 
upon flight ; the appeals to Achilles for aid ; and the irresistible 
prowess of Hektor, who forced his way eveu to the ships despite 
the dpLorelat unavailingly accorded to Agamemnon, Diomede, and 
Odysseus. All this Homer has narrated, not because he wished 
to set it forth as the truth, but because he had unwittingly become 
involved in it. It is, however, when he comes to magnify the 
Achaeans^ that he is full of perplexity, and is plainly falsifying. 
Aias twice vanquished Hektor, but without result. Such, too, was 
Diomede's victory over Aeneas, by which nothing was achieved 
save the capture of Aeneas' horses, a circumstance admitting of no 
refutation. Not knowing in what point to flatter the Achaeans, 
he makes Ares and Aphrodite wounded by Diomede. Thus, in 
his embarrassment, he hits upon impossible and even impious 
inventions. In the case of Hektor, however, he is at no such loss, 

^ Sections 82, 86. Cf. also 83, 92. This recognition of Homer's partiality is 
founded upon the adverse criticism of sophists and 'Ofiripo-fMO'Tiyes of all periods. 
Porphyry is full of it. Cf. the Scholium to II. 1, 1, where it serves to explain 
Homer's choice of the /i^yis as a starting point; to 3, 365 ffg., where the illogical 
details of the combat of Menelaos and Alexandros are subjected to rigorous 
handling ; to 3, 379, 380 ; to 4, 457, where general objection to the apia-reia of 
Diomede are urged; to 4, 505; to 5 (Diomede's dpio-Tcro), 1, 7, 20, where Zoilos 
is quoted, certain details being criticised as \(ay y€\oia; to 5, 290, 291, 336, 341, 
430, 451 ; to 6, 129, 235, where Diomede's unseemly threats and boasts are rigor- 
ously handled ; to 8, 5 ; to 11, 53, 54, 624; to 12, 500; to 15, 56-77 (and Scholium 
Dind. to 8, 2), where the authenticity of the passage is made to depend upon 
Homer's supposed partiality for the Achaeans; to 19, 407, and 21, 407, where 
hostile criticism upon certain details common to the apicrclai of the Achaean 
chiefs is urged. 



Digitized by 



Google 



18 Dio Chrysostom as a Homeric C/itic, 

which shows that he is narrating real occurrences. Here we have 
no Aeneas carried off by Aphrodite, nor Ares wounded by a 
mortal, nor any such incredible circumstance. 

It was thenceforward inapossible that men so badly discomfited 
as the Achaeans should turn the tide of fortune. The strength 
of the Myrmidons, compared with that of the whole Achaean 
host, was surely not adequate to this ; much less the single indi- 
vidual Achilles. It could not be that he was then, for the first, 
time, to fight in open battle. On the contrary, he must often 
before that have been engaged, but nothing remarkable is recorded 
of him, unless his capture of Troilos is to be counted such. From 
Achilles' reeutrance into the fight, Dio maintains that Homer 
flung away all regard for the truth. 

The actual events connected with the combat of Achilles and 
Hektor are now set forth by Dio. Achilles, aroused by his own 
danger, lent his aid at the critical point when the Trojans 
threatened the very ships of the Achaeans. He checked the 
enemy, and finally drove them back, performing many feats of 
valor, and slaying many illustrious Trojans. Hektor meanwhile 
carefully husbanded his own strength, and allowed Achilles to 
weary himself out, fighting with the general throng, and, above 
all, struggling at the crossing of the river.^ Hektor led him on 
in eager pursuit, until, seeing his opportunity, he faced him 
boldly, slew him, and got possession of his armor, with which 
he continued the slaughter of the Achaeans as far as the ships. 
The capture of the armor even Homer admits. Achilles' body 
itself was, with the greatest difficulty, saved by Aias Telamonios 
and Aias Oileos. 



' virh rod vorafiov Koirudfvra fi€i(oyos ippvriK6ros iveipus diaficdyovra k. t. A.. 
Such is Dio's rationalistic version of Homer's elaborate portrayal of Achilles' 
fight with the river Skamandros. Achilles' weariness is similarly emphasized by 
Porphyry, Schol. to II. 22, 16e5: (pacly ot fiiv ivirriHs avrhy vvb rov iroirirov 
Karair€iroyri(rdai voW^ w6ytp rrpdnpoyy %y* &<nr€p iv Ofdrpcfi yvy fiel(oya Kiy^ffrj irdOrj, 
K. r. \. Aristotelian influence is manifest here. It is interesting, as throwing 
light on Dio's explanation, to note that recent topographical research indicates 
that the ancient volume of the Skamandros was much larger than the present, 
and that, even now, it becomes dangerous when swollen by rains. Cf. Schliemann, 
Ilios, pp. 85, 178, 322. 
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There was no way to conceal the truth of all this, save by 
representing fatroklos as the warrior who had taken Achilles' 
place, and who fell in the fight. And yet^ how is it possible that 
Achilles could, at so critical a juncture, have sent Patroklos to the 
fight? ^ He knew him to be Hektor's inferior, and yet he himself, 
surpassing all in prowess, remained behind sulking in his quarters. 
Furthermore, how could he have bidden Patroklos avoi<l Hektor,* 
but accept any other Trojan warrior as his adversary ? This no 
man could do, when once he had gone forth to battle. Neverthe- 
less, it was to so inferior a warrior that Achilles entrusted his 
armor and steeds. Indeed, as regards the armor itself. Homer 
is inconsistent: though Achilles saw that Patroklos could not 
wield the spear, he yet gave him the rest of the armor,' which 
must surely have been of size and weight proportionate to it. 
Moreover^ Achilles, prays to Zeus to return his friend in safety, 
though he knew him to be likely to meet a warrior of whom 
Agamemnon had directly accused Achilles himself of being afraid. 
And, indeed, this charge must have been, true; for anger alone 
would never have caused him to remain away from battle. But, 
says Homer, he was unwilling to release the Achaeans from their 
peril until he had secured the gifts he expected, nor had he yet 

*Cf. Porphyry, Schol. to II. 11, 611 : rrpot^KovStnia'c rovro (i. e., the sending of 
'Patroklos by Achilles to made inquiries concerning the fight) 6 noi-nriis oSrcos, Itva 
. . . .'Ax*AAea 5«^|j7 fitr €v\6yov vpo<fxi<r€tos els rhvir6\efji0v i^dyovra rhv XldrpoK\ov. 
Of. also Schol. to 11. 11, 76 fi^. : aH^^i ^h vvv rhv TldrpoKKov &s Mfxevos avrov k. t. K. ; 
and to 15, 56-77, which passage i^the prophecy of Zeus) was athetized by Aristo- 
pbanes and Arista rch us, entirely omitted by Zenodotus, and is condemned by 
modem criticiEm. Porphyry debates it on various grounds: ptireov oHv ^n rh 
ffxht'-^ ^(TTi vpoavaK^^paKaiwffis K.r.K. , . . ir6d€p 5i StjKov €t fi^rh Odvaroy* Axt^^fos 
(sic) y€y6vaa'i rpoirad ; .... vphs 56 rovrois vapa/jLvdclrat rhy cLKpodrnVy r^v SiKtaaiv 
Tpoias (TKiaypaipSiv avr^, k. r. \. . . . ^oo-i Se (ot i^riyrirai) Koi Uri 5' 6 (Ma\\<&rrf5) 
Z7iv6^oros roL iK rov XldrpoK\ov (1. 65) fcos rov *Ax*A.A€o (1. 77) Eifpivi^eicfi \4yfi 
4oiK4vai vpoK6y(pf k- t. A. 

•C;f. Porphyry to II. 18, 22, upon the violence of Achilles' grief for Patroklos; 
Zc0l\os 5c prjo'iy iroirov vvy tiHeyat rhy 'Ax*AA^o' vpo€i6eyai tc yiip ^XP^^ ^'''* Koiyol ot 
nroKefJUKoi kIvBvvoi k. t. \. 

'Cf. Porphyry, Schol. to 11. 16, 140: 5ta ri oZy fi6yoy rh U7i\iQyriKhy avr^ 
ayapfio(rrf7 BSpv, rS>v &K\o»v apfioffdyrcoy 6v\ofy ; MeyaKKciBi^s 4v S€vr€p<f vepl 'Ofxiipov 
vpooiKoyofji€7<rdal (pritriv r^y dir\ovoi(ay, k. t. A.. Cf. also the Scholiast in Bf 216* 
upon ^yxos' .... KariKpvr^t fityroi rh vKdfffia t^ rod *AxiAA€«y virepox^, 5i 
a(r$4veioty ou HvvriOrjyai <p4\<ra5 rhy UdrpoKKoy xal r^ S6pari xp^o-dai. 
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20 Dio ChrysostoM as a Homeric Cntic. 

ceased from his wrath. But what was there to hinder him from 
going forth to battle, and, then, on his return, nursing his wrath 
as much as he pleased ? Homer recognizes the inconsistency in all 
this, Nt'heu he hints darkly of a certain prophecy which reached 
Achilles through his mother. This was that he would surely fall, 
if he sliould ever go forth to battle. That this prophecy should 
have impressed him so deeply, is but a direct accusation of 
cowardice.^ 

The very prophecy, also, was defective, in that it gave Achilles 
no hint of the fate which awaited Patroklos, though, says Homer, 
Achilles loved him as himself, and upon his death no longer cared 
to live.^ In short, it must be already apparent that Patroklos was 
an entirely supposititious personage — uTro^SXTyro? t49 — substituted 
by Homer for Achilles.^ Indeed, Homer's representing him as 
buried in the same tomb with Achilles was for the express purpos6 
of forestalling any search for his tomb, whicli might be made in 
view of the fact that the tombs of all the other heroes who fell at 

* Cf. also a 77, 91, 100, 101, for Dio's further attacks upon Achilles* courage. 
It was a commonplace of the obirectatores : cf. Dindorf, Schol. A to II. 4^, 188, 
and Porphyry to 11. J, 1. For the same complication of the wrath of Achilles 
with suspicions as to his courage, cf. Porphyry to II. 7, 22: . . . . li/a /i^ 
("EKTwp) otrirai rhv *Axt^^«a iiro5e5eiA.<aK^ya< .... eiKdrcos KtKriov (AIovti) & 
TTfirovB^v *Ax«^^«'i'*. 

' For the violence of his grief, Achilles came to be regarded as the type of 
iLv<i>txdKos. Cf. Plato, Rep. in, 391, and Porphyry, to 11. 18, 98. 

^ This startling induction cannot, in the light of the extant scholia, be ascribed 
to any special Homeric critic as a source. It is rather the net result of the 
immense mass of sophistic criticism directed against the last books of the Iliad, 
especially Books 18 and 22. It seems to be adumbrated in such scholia as that 
of Porphyry to 11. 3, 164: 5ti 5i 4k rwv ^ie\<av iviiv vKavTiBiivtu rohs Airb rS>p SirAwv 
(ntifiaivoixevovs €Ka<rroVy S7i\oi rdi 4vl rov TIarp6K\oVf ts iv^vcacBai ra 'Ax^^Acois 5irXa 
4S€^dT)y K, T. A. oirws ovK ^y rhv &irb r&p BvKuy riva So^d(ovra ffJry Koi Svrtos yiv^ffKtiv 
. alT6v. Cf. also Porphyry to II. 5, 85, and Scholiast B (Dindorf) to 16, 244. Cf. 
also Porphyry to 11. 18, 192: rtvioxov cJyai rhv UdrpoK\ov \4yovr4s rives, (pofft fiii 
dx^^v t^vrhv 5irXa .... Kpdrris, 5rt rA narp6K\ov Avrofieduv e?x*''> Hirws Iff^Bri rh 
fJ^os Koi S6^u(nv chat, 6 fiev 'AxtAA.€^s, 6 5^ UdrpoK\os. Much, of course, must be 
ascribed to Dio's own sophistic perversion. For example, there was an uncer- 
tainty, early seized upon by the 4v(rrartKol, as to the meaning of MvpfiiBSvwv rhv 
Apitrrov, in the speech of Achilles, Bk. 18, 6-14. Cf. Schol. A (Dindorf) to Bk. 
18, 10 and 11, which Aristophanes omitted: tccDS ivtl ovk ^v Mvpfildwv 6 ndrpoK\os, 
AoKphs yhp V ^1 'Chrovvros. This is exactly Dio*s contention. He deduces not 
only Achilles' cowardice, but his identity with Patroklos. 
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Ilios are plainly to be seen. Homer wished to conceal entirely 
the fact that Achilles had perished at Ilios ; seeing, however, that 
this* was impossible, he completely reversed* the truth, making 
Hektor slain by Achilles, and his corpse to be dragged as far as 
the walls, and further treated with shocking indignities. 

As Hektor's tomb, however, was known and honored by 
posterity, Homer had to resort to the further deception of main- 
taining that his body was restored for a ransom, by the command 
of Zeus. Apollo and Aphrodite also had to be introduced as 
keeping it untouched by corruption for a period of several days. 

The Homeric account of the combat of Achilles and Hektor is 
now examined, sections 106-110. In the first place, it is laugh- 
able that Achilles should have been represented as fighting at 
all after the death of Patroklos, that is, as Dio claims to have 
proved, after his own death ; and that Thetis should have brought 
from heaven armor fashioned by Hephaistos to replace that 
captured by Hektor. 

In the second place, equally improbable is Homer's representa- 
tion of Achilles as checking the Trojans single handed, while all 
the rest of the Achaeans, foolishly enough, looked on as though at 
a theatrical spectacle, and lent Achilles no aid whatsoever, though 
they had suffered so much at Hektor's hands as, in their hatred 
and rage, to join in maltreating his lifeless body. , Indeed, Homer 
entirely ignores their existence.^ ^ 

In the third place, the narrative of Achilles' apiareiay in which, 
at one time, he fights with the river, at another time threatens and 
pursues Apollo,^ is very weak and unconvincing. Especially so 
is the representation of Hektor as, at first, manfully awaiting 
Achilles outside the wall, and heeding neither his father's nor his 
mother's prayers, but afterwards unaccountably losing his courage, 
and fleeing in a circle round the city : and this, though he was at 
liberty to enter the gates, and finally to escape Achilles. Above 
all, it is absurd that Achilles, though called the swiftest of mortals, 

^ For a close similarity of language as well as thought, cf. Porphyry's elaborate 
Scholium to II. 22, 36: 6.^iov (r\ri\<T€teSy irws, h^'ir6vros 'AxtAA6a>s, /ATjSels iroA.€/ict 
*'EicTop« .... tn.^ycucXti^'ris 56 <pn<ri ravra vdvra irXda-fiara clvai. Cf. also Scholium 
to 22, 205. Cf. also Sengebusch, Hmi, Di88.y i, p. 188. 

* This is a plain reminiscence of Plato, Rep. iii, 381 A. 
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should have failed to overtake Hektor in this well-nigh ludicrous 
pursuit ; and that Athene should have come forth from the wall 
in the likeness of Deiphobos, deceived Hektor, and stolen away 
his spear. All these details of the combat, says Dio, are like 
absurd dreams.^ 

In sections 111-124 are summed up the closing events of the 
Trojan expedition, as Dio maintains these to have occurred. This 
is based partly upon Homeric details, separated from their artistic 
setting, and palpably distorted; and partly upon events drawn 
from the other Epics of the Trojan Cycle. Having slain Achilles, 
Hektor departed for the city to visit his parents and wife, and left 
Paris in command of the Trojans. These were encamped around 
the Achaeans, prepared to capture them as soon as the day should 
dawn. At this juncture, Agamemnon, with Nestor, Odysseus, and 
Diomede, held a council,^ and silently escaped to the Chersonese in 
the few ships left them,* and with the small portion of the host 
they could transport. Here they supported themselves by piracy, 
afraid to leave the Trojans still unreconciled to them. They 
returned to the neighborhood of Ilios, and, constructing fortifi- 
cations smaller, and higher up from the sea, than the former ones, 
waged war with varying fortune. The Trojans, becoming dis- 
couraged, took under consideration their repeated oflfers of peace, 
and, despite Hektor's strenuous opposition, finally concluded with 

* The foregoing iirop^fuxra, with their sophistic ring, are merely outgrowths 
of Aristotle's well known distinction between the canons of artistic construction 
for Epic and those for Dramatic poetry, as set forth in the Poetics, ch. 24, 1460a, 
14ffg., and ch. 25, 1460b, 26. Here, as elsewhere, Dio accepts the data, but 
rejects the conclusions, of Aristotle. 

^ Dio is here plainly using Bks. 6, 8, and 9, of the Iliad. This distortion of 
the sequence of events is an important element of sophistic argument. It is an 
illegitimate expansion of the Ai^o-is in rod Kaipov, well known in Homeric criti- 
cism through Aristotelian and Peripatetic use. Among other instances of its 
employment by Dio is his change of the period during which the Achaeans had 
to resort to piracy. Cf., for the same thought, Porphyry's Scholium to Odyssey 
3, 72, where he explains away the chaise that piracy was Snrp€irfis. The thought 
may have been drawn originally from Thucydides, Bk. I, ch. v, H 1, 2. 

'Dio maintains that many more ships were burned than merely that of 
Protesilaus. Cf. the intimation in Porphyry, Scholium to II. 15, 701 ffg. : dih, 
ri olf r^s irp^ras vavs ^UirpTiffaof ol Tpooes ; .... iCfirrjjat 5ict To7av alrlay n6vriv 
r^v UpoiTtaiKdov vaptBooKe vavv Kaiofiivjiv j prireov ohf in yHtcOrj 6*'OfjLTipos eiirtTy 
4/ji'irpri<r0ai rtya r&v {datnuv, fi-fivws ikvavBpiay avrov ris S6^p Karayiyv^Ktiv. . . . 
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them a treaty of peace. This, declares Dio, is the treaty that 
Homer falsely, and knowingly, makes the Trojans to have broken. 
By its terms, a wooden horse was constructed by the Achaeans as 
a votive offering for the temple of Athene of Ilios. The gates 
of the city were found too small to admit it, and part of the wall 
was torn down. This is the origin of the ridiculous story that the 
city was taken by means of a wooden horse. 

Dio now continues his argument into the extra-Homeric field ; 
but though this, as an argument, is decidedly the most skilful 
portion of the oration, it is iiot pertinent to our task, and we shall 
not follow it further. 



II. AESTHETIC CRITICISM OF HOMER. 

Dio has no criticism upon Homer which can properly be termed 
scientific. He is an entire stranger to any such system of cate- 
gories as that to which Homer's language, figures, and metre are 
reduced in the Stoic treatise ascribed to Plutarch, Trepl toO /3lov 
fcal T7J9 7roc7](T€(o<; 'Ofiijpov. In no single oration, with one excep- 
tion, is there a passage which distinguishes the purely artistic 
side from that which concerns the purpose and value of the 
Homeric poems. True, in Oration 53, Trepl 'Ofjurjpov, §§ 5-7, a 
distinction is drawn between Homer's poetic skill and his moral 
viciousness ; ^ but its purpose is merely to show the reasons for 
the world-wide fame of the Homeric poems. Nor is such a 
passage as Oration 55, Trepl 'Ofirjpov koX Xa)KpdTov<;, §§ 9-11, 
to be cited as an instance of aesthetic criticism. It enumerates 
at length those objects of nature, animate and inanimate, which 
supplied Homer with his wealth of similes and comparisons ; but 
its sole purpose is to prove that Homer, no less than Socrates, 
drew his similes largely from humble spheres, and not alone from 
the elevated, as the foolish think,* 

^ Plato is mentioned as the source, and the passage is manifestly based upon 
the Republic, in, 398 A, ffg. 

'The passage is strongly Cynic in tone. It i& manifestly a reminiscence of 
the Phaedrus, 229 D. For a similar recapitulation of the spheres of Homer's 
similes, cf. pseudo Plutarch, irepl rov jiiov k. t. A., 1124 A-1 128 C. 
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Oration 12, ^OXvfiTrvKo^ fj irepX ttj^ irptoTJi^ rov 0€ov ivvoia^, 
must, to some extent, be considered an exception to the principle 
just laid down. Even in this, however, as the title shows, there 
is distinct ethical connotation, and the frame-work is highly 
sophistic, there being a speech within a speech. 

A brief review. of the salient features of the oration is necessary. 
Pheidias is defending himself upon the charge of impiety, brought 
by the Athenians for his anthropomorphic representation of the 
Deity. With the exclusively moral side of the defence, §§ 55-61, 
inclusive, we are not here concerned ; though Pheidias' claim to 
have followed merely popular belief and poetic representation, is 
of extreme value as throwing light upon the source for the 
fundamental conception of the oration. It is distinctively Aris- 
totelian (compare the Poetics, ch. 24, 1460b, 35 ffg.). 

But, continues Dio, as Homer is the traditional source for the 
popular beliefs concerning the gods, he is, at the same time, chief 
of all poets. Thus, on both scores, Pheidias throws upon him 
the blame, if blame there be. The assertion, however, that he 
had imitated Homer, must be modified : X€7a> Be irpb^ to Svvarov 
•7^9 ifjbovTov rexvv'i' Thus the transition is made to the aesthetic 
ground. 

Of speech in general, §§ 64, 65, in all its diverse kinds, and 
expressive of all shades of thought, man has no lack. Especially 
is this true in the realm of poetry ; and most especially is it true 
of Homer, who used all dialects, and all styles, and borrowed 
from every phase of nature and human activity. Such freedom is 
utterly beyond the sculptor's art — to x^ipovaKTCKov koI StffiiovpyL- 
Kov. This demands, first of all, solid and enduring material upon 
which to work ; and it is limited to the definite, fixed, and 
unchanging presentation of the original concept. On the con- 
trary, all forms and manifestations, all motion and rest, are the 
poet's to use as he pleases. He may pour forth his verse with a 
mighty rush, as from some overflowing fountain-head, while his 
idea is still hot within him ; the sculptor must labor slowly and 
painfully, his most difficult task of all being to keep unchanged 
the concept with which he began. Thus it logically follows that 
sculpture must appeal to the sight, the most exacting and least 
easily beguiled of the senses; and must hence be at a grave 
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disadvantage as compared with poetry, which appealing to the 
^ear, has the more abundant opportunity to deceive th6 hearer. 

Furthermore, sculpture has its measurements of size and pro- 
portion, clearly defined, and to be closely adhered to; but Homer 
could say of the magnitude of Eris (II. 4, 443) : 

ovpavS iarrjpi^e Kaprj koI iirl ')(j9ovX ^aivei. 

Such freedom of the poet's art finds its most complete applica- 
tion in Homer's delineation of Zeus, who is pictured, now as 
gentle and mild, again as terrible and warlike, encouraging to 
strife and war. Such two-fold power of representation ig entirely 
absent from sculpture : it can represent only the dignity of repose, 
such as is shown in the spirit of the benignant epithets applied 
by men to Zeus.^ It was this phase of Zeus that he portrayed, 
says Pheidias, so far as he could. As for the Homeric Zeus of 
the warlike characteristics, this was not to be imitated though 
his art. The external effects of Zeus' anger, as pictured by 
Homer, were easy to tell; but, on many scores, impossible for 
Pheidias to represent,, though he had portrayed the deity as the 
central figure, calm in his power amid all this convulsion of 
the elements. 

The entire speech of Pheidias, §§ 49-83, Hagen, pp. 70-72, 
considers to be of Pergamene origin, and to set forth Pergamene 
doctrines of criticism. From the high position which Pheidias 
held in the esteem of that school, from the existence of certain 
passages in Quintilian which show a kinship in thought to Dio, 
and from Quintilian's acknowledged debt to the Pergamenes, 
Hagen deduces Dio's employment of Pergamene sources. With 
this contention, I must take issue. 

In the first place, the passage cited by Hagen from Quintilian — 
Inst. Or. XII, 10, 7-9 — is fundamentally different from Oration 
12. Quintilian is here treating of the relative merits of the 

^ Then follows a list of ov6 tiara ivleera. For identically the same, cf. Or. 1, 
|§ 39-41. They are probably to be referred to the Peripatetic treatise, vepl K6(rfiov, 
ch. 7. This, and not Pliny, N. H. 35, 96 (as suggested by Hagen, p. 71) is Dio's 
source. It is more than probable that it served Pliny as source, also. Dio*8 debt 
to Latin sources is very small. ' 
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sculptors. It is true that the central thought of Pergamene 
criticism was the illustration of literary art from the formative, 
as is seen from Dionysius of. Halicarnassus, and from Quintilian ; 
but this criticism invariably sought parallels and resemblances 
between the arts, and did not accentuate the differences. It is in 
this respect that Dio's criticism in Oration 12 differs fundamentally 
from all that we know of Pergamene criticism. Dio's avowed 
purpose is to outline the limitations of the glyptic art, as compared 
with the universal freedom of the poetic. Still another modifica- 
tion of Pergamene criticism must be added ; not only did that school 
seek to trace resemblances, and not differences, between literature 
ahd art, but such comparison set more and more toward one 
department, and that of prose, viz., oratory. This was the logical 
result of the cultivation of Asianic oratory at Pergamos ; and 
while the drama, from its element of action, might have claimed a 
shai^e of attention, yet comparisons with poetry in general, and 
Epic poetry in especial, were not representative of the school. 
Thus, in the two most essential points, we see that Dio did not 
follow Pergamene lines. 

It is when we come to consider Aristotje's theory of the arts, 
with his admission of differences on the one hand and resemblances 
on the other, that we find the suggestion which formed Dio's 
working basis for Oration 12. Chapter i of the Poetics, while 
outlining fiifirjai^; as the common principle of all arts, distin- 
guishes clearly between them in the means, the objects, and the 
manner (§ 3). Of these three, we are concerned only with the 
first : (§ 4) &<nrep yctp kol 'xpcofjuao't koX G")(fifia<TL iroXKa fiifiovv- 
rai TLV€<; aireLKd^ovTe^ (ol fjuev Bl^ rix^v^ ot Be Beet (Tvvrjdeiasi) 
€T€poi Be Bta T7J9 (jxovrj^;, ovt(o k, t. X. And the conclusion of the 
chapter (§ 10) can be closely paralleled from Dio : ravra^; fiev ovv 
Xeyo) tA? Bta<f)opa(; t&v re'xy&v, iv 0I9 iroLOvvraL rrjv fjuifirja-tv. 

As regards the distinction drawn between the senses to which 
the formative art, and those to which the poetic, appeals, it is 
probable that Dio was here elaborating a Peripatetic doctrine. 
Traces of this appear not only in the Poetics, ch. i, § 4 (already 
quoted), but more completely in the Problemata, I@, 27, where 
the distinction between the senses of sight and hearing is drawn in 
the matter of the KLvrjai<; produced by each, and the question is 
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asked, Bca ri to cuKovaTov fwvov tjOo^ e^^i t&v al<rdrjT&v, So, 
too, in Pol. V, 5, 1340a, 28, the question is discussed as to how 
far moral qualities may be said to belong to ra dirTa kol tcl 
yeva-rd, as compared with rd opard, the latter being regarded 
as inferior in this respect. Again, Problemata, I©, 29, glances at 
the question Bed tl ol pvd/juol koI rd fieXi] (fxovf) ov<ra rjOeaiv 

€OCK€V. 

Dio's point respecting the definite limitation imposed upon 
sculpture rests clearly upon Aristotelian basis. Cf. the Poetics, 
ch. VII, § 4, where Aristotle discusses the analogy between the 
length of a plot and the size of an artistic production. 

Aristotelian influence is especially evident in the passage (Or. 
12, §§ 64, 65) concerning Homer's poetic power. The underlying 
thought is precisely that of the Poetics, that poetry is a form of 
imitation.^ Homer's imitation of all the sounds of nature, animate 
and inanimate, as well as of the products of human art, is, accord- 
ing to Dio, only one phase of his great power of onomatopoeia." 

Besides this power, Dio emphasizes Homer's use and combina- 
tion of words and dialects already existent, and his adaptation 
of words to his rhythm. Dio's ascription of these three forms of 
activity to Homer is merely the elaboration of the well-known 
passage of the Poetics, ch. xxi, § 2 : airap Se ovofid iariv ff 
KvpLov fj y\&TTa rj /jueraipopd fj Koafio^; rj nreiroirjfiivov fj iireKTe- 
rafjbivov rf v(f>rip7jixevov rj i^TjWayfJuevov, 



*Ch. I, § 2; ch. iv, § 2; ch. viii, § 4; ch. XV, ? 8; ch. xxiii, g 1 : ch. xxiv, 
? 7 ; ch. xxv, ? 2; ch. xxvi, § 6. 

• Here, as well as in Or. 53, § 5 {vepl 'Ofi'fipov koI ^uKpdrovs) Dio gives the 
subject a Platonic coloring. Both passages are, undoubtedly, reminiscences of 
the Republic, 398 A. Dio's similes in the passage under consideration are also 
of marked Platonic flavor, being borrowed from the practical handicrafts, rather 
than from the fine arts. Cf. 66, and 68. These show a strong non-Pergamene 
influence at work upon the passage. As against the first simile cited, on the 
contrary, may be given an example of the purely Pergamene simile, Dion. Hal. 
Indicium de Demosthene, ch. 41, oiircos Klpvavrai Kaddvep iv r-p fwypo^f^t rh. 
fxiyfiatot.. 
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III. ETHICAL CRITICISM OF HOMER. 
A. Homer's Pebsonality. 

The presentation of Homer's personal side by an author of 
Dio's unoriginal character can hardly be more than a repetition 
of the traditions which had found current acceptance in his day. 
It is interesting, however, to see Dio's thorough-going conception 
of the poet's life as a means to ethical teaching. Given Homer 
the man, — and Dio never once betrays the least doubt upon this 
point, — the next step was to ascribe to him the deliberate choice 
of a certain fixed course of life; and the moral lessons drawn 
from this shade imperceptibly, in the Orations upon Homer (53 
and 55) into the moral lessons to be drawn from his poems. 
These lessons, it is hardly necessary to say, are little more than 
Cynic and Stoic commonplaces. 

In Oration 53, Homer's life of self-denial, poverty, and wander- 
ing is extravagantly praised. These traits are touched upon in 
Oration 55, and in Oration 47, where the course of philosophers 
like Zeno, Chrysippus, Cleanthes, Pythagoras, and of heroes like 
Heracles, is defended by the example and teaching of Homer. 
So far as was possible from the difference of the times in which 
they lived, the traits and lives of Homer and Socrates were, 
according to Dio, closely parallel, the main point of similarity 
being the entire subordination of personality by these two men. 
Indeed, in this point, Dio thinks Socrates surpassed even Homer, 
for he left not a word written. 

B. Homer as the Conscious Ethical Teacher. 

The transition from the lives of Homer and Socrates to their 
activity as teachers of morality, is thus made easy. In Homer's 
ethical teaching, Dio assigns the most important place of all to 
the principle of the KaLpo<; Kai aKatpia, in the light of which all 
individual actions are to be judged. The characters of Nestor 
and Odysseus (Or. 55) are to teach not merely <f)p6v7)<rL<; xal 
a-TpaTrjyia koI fiavTiKi], but also, in addition to these, Kaipo^i xal 
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aKaipia, Oration 71, nrepX <f>iXoa6<f>0Vy emphasizes this as the 
basis of all ethical, even of all artistic, considerations. There is, 
according to Dio, a yet higher stage than the Jack-at-all-trades 
character of Hippias of Elis^ and of Odysseus,' to which the real 
philosopher must attain. He must be guided by " the eternal 
fitness of things." The lesson is Homer's, conveyed through the 
fate of many a luckless wight who met untimely end by attempt- 
ing things to which he was unequal. In one special instance, 
Dio emphasizes Homer's' discrimination between the artistic and 
the ethical. It is contained in the famous lines concerning the 
ship-builder (II. 5, 59),— 

89 fcaX ^ AXe^dvhpfp reKTrjvaTO vrfa^ itaa^, 
apx^fccLKOvt;, 

. With the preeminence thus given to Homer's ethical side, it is 
not surprising that Dio represents Homer as everywhere moraliz- 
ing his song. In Oration 55, §§ 11-21, inclusive, occurs the 
, passage in which he sets forth most directly this conception of 
Homer. The principle is further illustrated by a rapid review 
of some of Homer's personages, which had for centuries served 
both Stoics and Cynics as lay figures upon which to hang certain 
moral lessons. Dolon, with his cupidity, his abject terror when 
captured, his eagerness in volunteering information to his captors,* 
is nothing more than a picture of BeiXeia koX <f>L\oho^ia, Pandaros, 
violating the truce in hopes of reward, childishly cursing and 

* This is a reminiscence of the psendo-Platonic Hippias Maior, 368 bc. 

* Dio's exposition (?? 5-9) of Odysseus' versatility in handicrafts is ascribed 
by E. Weber, Leipz.,Siud.^ vol. 10, pp. 227, 8, to Antisthenes as source, inasmuch 
as he deems it to satisfy completely all the demands of Antistheiies' favorite 
epithet for Odysseus, voKvrpovos. Cf. Porphyry, Schol. to Od. 1,2. R. Weber, 
on the contrary, Leipz. Siud,^ vol. 11, pp. 141-3, sees in the passage decided remi- 
niscences of what Chrysippus the Stoic called the avroliaKovXa or avrovpyia of 
Odysseus. Odysseus was a patron saint of both schools of philosophy, and there 
can be no inconsistency in allowing both contentions. It is remarkable that Dio 
should here place Odysseus on any plane of philosophy lower than the very 
highest. Everywhere else he accords him a place as the embodiment of all true 
philosophy. 

* For precisely the same tone, cf. Porphyry, Schol. to II. 10, 413, 437 ; 
Dindorf, Schol. A 10 11. 10, 409.— E. Norden, Fleck. Jarhb., vol. 19 (1893), 
pp. 373-385, ascribes the passage to a treatise of Antisthenep, repi KaTa(rK6irov, 
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threatening his shafls, and dying a shameful death, singularly 
appropriate in view of his wanton perjury/ is the complete type 
of impoioKia KoX aa-i/Seta koI to ^vfiirav d<j)poavvrf. Asios, the 
son of Hyrtakos, disobeying the strict command of Polydamas, 
crossing the moat with his chariot, and meeting his end through 
this very act, is but a picture of aireiOeva koX dXa^6v€La,^ 

On the other hand, when Homer tells of Nestor's endeavor 
to reconcile Agamemnon and Achilles, and of the heavy penal- 
ties' which he afterward inflicted upon Agamemnon; when he 
tells of Odysseus' rectifying Agamemnon's Well-nigh fatal mis- 
take in testing the spirit of the host, he is teaching (fypovrjai^ 
KoX a-TpaTTjyia koI fiavTiKT], and, underlying all, Kaipo^ koX 
aKaipia, 

Not only does Dio ascribe to Homer a system of teaching 
through object lessons, but he also draws upon the poet for the 
refutation of certain erroneous popular beliefs concerning poverty 
and wealth. Of these beliefs Dio regards Euripides as the chief 
exponent. They are primarily two : first, that poverty incapaci- 
tates men for the practice of hospitality, and, second, tliat the 
possession of wealth is the means to the highest good, viz., to 
hoifvai ^evot^. In Oration 7 (Eu/Soi/to?), §§ 98-102, is Dio's most 
elaborate homily upon the virtues of the poor and humble. He 
maintains that the poor are more generous and hospitable than 
the wealthy, and finds his position completely substantiated by 
Homeric teaching. Eumaeos, the swineherd, exhibits toward 
the disguised Odysseus all those virtues of generosity and hos- 
pitality in which Penelope and even Telemachos were so sadly 
deficient. 

^ Cf. also Dio, Or. 56, § 21. For the character of Pandiaxos, see Porphyry, 
Schol. to II. 4, 88, where Aristotle is named as source. Cf. also Porphyry to IL 
5, 290, 1, and Dindorf, Schol. B to 5, 291. 

*The language, as well as subject matter, of Porphyry, Schol. to II. 12, 110, 
shows striking similarity to Dio*s. It is more than probable that both drew 
from some Stoic treatise. 

' These two lines of Nestor's activity are elaborated by Dio in Or. 67, NeVrw^, 
and Or. 56, 'Ayafxefivav ^ irepi fiatriKeias, respectively. The latter takes as its 
text the limitation of the king^s absolute power, — In contrast with the moral 
side here brought out, Oration 2, §J 20-23, ascribes the success of Odysseus 
and Nestor to their skill in public speaking. Cf. Porphyry, Schol. to 11. 2, 
370 ffg. 
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Nor can the treatment Odysseus received at the hands of the 
Phaeacions be regarded as generous, or at all in accordance with 
their great wealth and abundant means of aiding him.^ 

The falsity of the second popular contention is proved by a 
consideration of the character of the guests who claim hospitality 
from the wealthy. Dio illustrates this from Homer by the dis- 
astrous results brought upon Menelaos by the fact that he alone 
of the Lacedaemonians was able to entertain Alexandros (Paris) 
as a guest. 

Dio finds that Homer emphasizes the lesson of proper conduct, 
not only for the individual, but for the nation. The fate of Troy, 
the rich and populous, at the hands of a citizen of the insignificant 
Ithaca, serves as a warning to the men of Tarsos (Or. 53). 
Homer (§§ 19-23) has, like Archilochos (§§ 17, 18), for the 
truly great city, a standard indej^endent of material wealth and 
advantages. These in nowise availed Troy. 

So raUch for the subject matter of Homer's teachings. Dio 
also finds a twofold method of teaching employed by Homer, hid 
T€ fivOwv Kol loTopla^. Wc have seen his treatment of the latter 
in the concrete personages and events, which, even if they did not 
exist, might yet have done so by all the laws of probability. The 
former, however, Dio neglects to consider, except in the most 
general fashion, — a neglect which is significant as showing his 
use of the Aristotelian \i5<rt9 ck tov irpoaooTrov in the ethical 
sphere. The few lessons Dio finds in the fiv0oL of Homer are 
dreary commonplaces and are confined to Cynic and Sophistic 
citations from the ^AXklvov aTroXoyoc, 

The conscious ethical lessons thus far ascribed by Dio to 
Homer apply merely to the ordinary run of humanity. We come 
now to Dio's conception of Homer as the teacher of the nature 

^ This intermixture of the Sophistic and the Cynic is noteworthy. The 
personages are all drawn from the Odyssey, the Kdrovrpov of human life, accord- 
ing to Antistlienes. Cf. Porphyry to Od. 1. 1. To the Cynic, Eumaeos was the 
type of admirable man. Cf. Dio, Or. 15, § 13. Penelope and Telemachos, on 
the contrary, were the immaculates who had served as fair marks for generations 
of Sophists. Cf. Pori)hyry, Schol. to Od. 1, 332; and 16, 188. It is probable that 
Dio's source for the passage under consideration was Antisthenes* trfpl nriv€\6wris 
Kol 'EKtvris, and irepl 'O^vaatcos Koi TriK€fi<ixov, Cf. Diog. Laert. 1, 6. 
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of Zeus, and, closely related to this, of the true king. Dia 
regards these (Or. 53, §§ 11, 12) as but phases of the same theme, 
for he who would be the real king must imitate the kindly and 
beneficent Zeus. Homer's ever-recurring epithets for the true 
king are merely plays upon this idea: Atl firjTcv araXavTot;, 
hLOTp€<f)ri^, hd(f>L\o<;, and for Minos,^ especially, Ato? fieyaXov 
oapL<rrri<$ and 6fic\7jTi]<;, Cf. also Or. 4 (Trepl ^aaiXeia^), §§ 38- 
42; Or. 1, § 37. So in Or. 1, §§ 11-15, Dio identifies the real 
king with Homer's king, who derives from Zeus his title to rule.^ 
Zeus' most significant trait is that he does not disdain to be called 
the father of men as well as gods ; the real king must consider 
himself in a like, paternal relation to his subjects. All the 
reciprocal duties of this relation are sharply contrasted with 
the vices and punishment of the tyrant in a lengthy ex^esis. 
Or. 2, §§ 66-78, inclusive, the text taken being Homer's famous 
likening of Agamemnon to the bull, II. 2, 480t483.^ 

Thus far we have seen the general characteristics of the real 
king ; we now turn to Dio's demands for their application to the 
practical aflPairs of life. This is the central theme of Oration 2, 
irepl ^aaCKda^, It is cast in the form of a dialogue between 
Philip of Macedon and his stripling son, Alexander. The dra- 
matic effect is heightened by Alexander's bearing the chief part. 
Hence, as befits the ^thos of the speaker, a warlike and aristocratic 
tone pervades the whole oration.* It is, therefore, distinctively 
Stoic,* and not Cynic; for at no stage did Cynicism lay stress 

^ Pseudo- Plutarch, irtpi rod fiiov k. t. a., (a Stoic treatise) is much similar in 
tone to this point of Dio» though without the ^thos of the Cynic speaker, 
Diogenes. The exegesis of the epithets for Minos given above is undoubtedly 
based upon pseudo-Plato, Minos, 319 de. 

«Cf. 11. 2, 206, 206, and Porphyry, Schol. to 11. 1, 279. 

' R. Weber, Levpz. Siud,^ vol. 11, p. 166, thinks Dio's source here to have been 
the same which served the compiler of the Stoic Corpus Allegoriarum. This 
corpus, in its turn, was drawn upon by Porphyry, Schol. to 11. 2, 482 ; and by 
pseudo-Plutarch, vepi rov $lov k, t. A., 1254 AB. 

* Von Arnim, L^en u. 8. w. des Dio von PrusOj thinks the oration was delivered 
by Dio before Trajan in 104 a. d., on the eve of the Second Dacian War. His 
argument is strong and convincing. 

*Cf. R. Weber, Leipz. Stud.y vol. 11, pp. 167-168, 177, 179. He maintains 
that Dio drew pxhaustively upon Dioscurides, who also served as source for 
Athenaeus, and the author of the pseudo-Plutarcbean, irepl rov filov, k. t. \. 
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upon the warlike virtues, or admit war at all, in its strenuous 
advocacy of a return to nature as the solution of man's evils. 
Alexander of Macedon is, therefore, of all personages, a non- 
Cynic expounder of Homer. Indeed, in later philosophy, it had 
become a favorite rhetorical device to pit him against Diogenes. 

Oration 2 is little more than a compilation of Stoic common- 
places. Homeric poetry is peculiarly fitted for the king, in 
marked contrast to that of Hesiod, the poet of artisans and 
laborers. Homer contains all directions for the king's mode of 
life. According to him, the king must possess the power of public 
speaking ; he must hear only such music as will be an incentive 
to martial ardor; he must see and take part only in the war- 
dance ; he must not tolerate any such invocations to the gods as 
the Attic skolia ; his abode must show no wanton nor effeminate 
luxury in its appointments ; his arms must be at hand for instant 
use ; his food must be plain and simple, even meagre ; his dress 
must be merely serviceable, and distinguished from that of the 
subject only in so far as to denote the king's rank. In short, 
Homer emphasizes the two fundamental virtues for the king, 
dvipeia koX SiKaioavvrj, as shown in his well known description 
of Agamemnon (II. 3, 179), 

dfi<f)6T€pov, ^aaCKev^ r dyaOof; Kparepo^; r al'XjJ.rjTTjf;, 
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